
VIRGINIA RACING COMMISSION 
 
 CHAPTER 120. 
 CLAIMING RACES. 
 
11 VAC 10-120-10. Generally. 
 
    A c l ai mi ng r ace i s a r ace i n whi ch any hor se pr ogr ammed may 
be pur chased f or  t he desi gnat ed pr i ce by any per son hol di ng a 
per mi t  as an owner ,  or  hi s aut hor i zed agent ,  or  a per son hol di ng 
a c l ai mi ng cer t i f i cat e i ssued by t he commi ssi on.  For  t he pur poses 
of  t hi s r egul at i on,  " pr ogr ammed"  means t he hor se' s name and 
desi gnat ed cl ai mi ng pr i ce ar e pr i nt ed i n t he dai l y pr ogr am 
publ i shed by t he l i censee.  
 
11 VAC 10-120-20. Claiming certificate. 
 
   A per son,  who does not  hol d a cur r ent l y val i d per mi t  i n 
Vi r gi ni a or  any ot her  j ur i sdi ct i on as an owner ,  may appl y f or  a 
c l ai mi ng cer t i f i cat e.  The f ol l owi ng pr ovi s i ons shal l  appl y t o 
appl i cant s f or  c l ai mi ng cer t i f i cat es:  
 
      1.  The appl i cant  shal l  submi t  an appl i cat i on f or  a per mi t  
as an owner ,  pay t he appl i cabl e f ee,  be phot ogr aphed and 
f i nger pr i nt ed as set  f or t h i n 11 VAC 10- 60- 10 et  seq.  of  t hese 
r egul at i ons;  
 
      2.  The appl i cant  al so shal l  submi t  a st at ement  desi gnat i ng 
t he t r ai ner  who wi l l  assume car e and r esponsi bi l i t y  f or  t he hor se 
cl ai med;  
 
      3.  The t r ai ner  named i n t he st at ement  must  be t he hol der  of  
a cur r ent l y val i d per mi t  i ssued by t he commi ssi on;  
 
      4.  The cl ai mi ng cer t i f i cat e may be i ssued t o t he appl i cant  
whi ch wi l l  be val i d f or  one cal endar  year  unt i l  t he end of  t he 
r ace meet i ng dur i ng whi ch i t  was appr oved,  but  i t  may be cancel ed 
by t he st ewar ds f or  cause;  and 
 
      5.  The appl i cant  shal l  f i l e t he c l ai mi ng cer t i f i cat e wi t h 
t he r aci ng secr et ar y i ndi cat i ng hi s el i gi bi l i t y  t o c l ai m a hor se.  
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11 VAC 10-120-30. Voided claiming certificate. 
 
   The hol der  of  a c l ai mi ng cer t i f i cat e may be i ssued a per mi t  as 
an owner  upon t he compl et i on of  a val i d c l ai m and t he cl ai mi ng 
cer t i f i cat e shal l  be r et ur ned t o t he commi ssi on and voi ded.  
 
11 VAC 10-120-40. Eligibility to claim. 
 
    Onl y a hol der  of  a per mi t  as an owner ,  or  hi s aut hor i zed 
agent ,  or  t he hol der  of  a c l ai mi ng cer t i f i cat e may f i l e a c l ai m 
on a hor se pr ogr ammed t o r ace i n a c l ai mi ng r ace.  The f ol l owi ng 
pr ovi s i ons shal l  appl y t o t he el i gi bi l i t y  of  per sons f i l i ng 
c l ai ms:  
 
      1.  An aut hor i zed agent  may onl y f i l e a c l ai m f or  an owner  
f or  whom he i s aut hor i zed t o act  as an agent ;  
 
      2.  A per son hol di ng a per mi t  sol el y as an aut hor i zed agent  
may not  f i l e a c l ai m f or  hi msel f  or  f or  any ot her  per son f or  whom 
he i s not  aut hor i zed t o act  as agent ;  
 
      3.  An owner ,  aut hor i zed agent  or  hol der  of  a c l ai mi ng 
cer t i f i cat e may f i l e onl y one cl ai m f or  any r ace;  
 
      4.  An owner  may not  f i l e a c l ai m f or  hi s a hor se i n whi ch 
t he owner  or  t r ai ner  has a f i nanci al  or  benef i c i al  i nt er est ,  or  
cause hi s hor se t o be cl ai med,  di r ect l y or  i ndi r ect l y,  f or  hi s 
account ;  and 
 
      5.  A par t ner shi p,  st abl e name or  any ot her  j oi nt  vent ur e,  
despi t e t he number  of  i ndi v i dual  owner s compr i s i ng such a 
vent ur e,  may f i l e no mor e t han one cl ai m f or  any r ace.  
 
11 VAC 10-120-50. Claiming procedure. 
 
    A c l ai m may be f i l ed on a hor se pr ogr ammed t o r ace by 
pr oper l y compl et i ng a c l ai m sl i p,  i ncl udi ng but  not  l i mi t ed t o 
t he cor r ect  spel l i ng of  t he hor se’ s name,  t he dat e and r ace 
number ,  seal i ng t he c l ai m sl i p i n an envel ope and deposi t i ng t he 
envel ope i n a l ocked cl ai ms box.  The f ol l owi ng pr ovi s i ons shal l  
appl y t o t he c l ai mi ng of  a hor se:  
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      1.  The l i censee shal l  pr ovi de cl ai m sl i ps,  c l ai m envel opes 
and a l ocked cl ai m box t o secur e f i l ed c l ai ms;  
 
      2.  The cl ai m sl i p,  encl osed i n a seal ed envel ope,  must  be 
deposi t ed i n a l ocked cl ai m box at  l east  15 mi nut es bef or e post  
t i me of  t he r ace f or  whi ch t he cl ai m i s f i l ed;  
 
      3.  The l i censee shal l  pr ovi de a c l ock,  and bef or e t he 
seal ed envel ope i s deposi t ed i n t he l ocked cl ai m box,  t he t i me of  
day shal l  be st amped upon t he envel ope;  
 
      4.  No money or  i t s equi val ent  shal l  be put  i n t he c l ai m 
box;  
 
      5.  The per son f i l i ng t he c l ai m must  have suf f i c i ent  f unds 
on deposi t  wi t h t he hor semen' s bookkeeper  or  l i censee i n not  l ess 
t han t he amount  of  t he desi gnat ed pr i ce and appl i cabl e sal es 
t axes;  
 
      6.  The cl ai ms cl er k shal l  open t he cl ai m box when t he 
hor ses ent er  t he r aci ng sur f ace on t hei r  way f r om t he paddock t o 
t he post ;  
 
      7 6.  The cl ai ms cl er k shal l  i nf or m t he st ewar ds of  a c l ai m 
f i l ed f or  a hor se and of  mul t i pl e c l ai ms on a hor se;  
 
      8 7.  The cl ai ms cl er k shal l  ascer t ai n t hat  t he c l ai m sl i p 
and envel ope ar e pr oper l y compl et e;  
 
      9 8.  The cl ai ms cl er k shal l  ascer t ai n t hat  t he per son i s 
el i gi bl e t o c l ai m a hor se and i nf or m t he st ewar ds i mmedi at el y of  
any doubt s of  t he per son' s el i gi bi l i t y ;  
 
      10 9.  The cl ai ms cl er k shal l  ascer t ai n t hat  t her e ar e 
suf f i c i ent  f unds on deposi t  wi t h t he hor semen' s bookkeeper  or  
l i censee of  not  l ess t han t he amount  of  t he c l ai m and appl i cabl e 
sal es t axes;  
 
      11 10.  I f  mor e t han one val i d c l ai m i s f i l ed f or  a hor se,  
t hen t i t l e t o t he hor se shal l  be det er mi ned by l ot  under  t he 
super vi s i on of  t he st ewar ds or  t hei r  r epr esent at i ve;  
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      12 11.  A cl ai med hor se shal l  r ace i n t he i nt er est  of  and 
f or  t he account  of  t he owner  f r om whom t he hor se was cl ai med;  
 
      13 12.  The or i gi nal  t r ai ner  shal l  r emai n t he absol ut e 
i nsur er  of  t he condi t i on of  t he hor se unt i l  any post - r ace t est i ng 
i s compl et ed;   
 
      14 13.  Ti t l e t o a c l ai med hor se shal l  be t r ansf er r ed t o t he 
new owner  at  t he t i me t he hor se i s deemed a st ar t er  whet her  t he 
hor se i s dead or  al i ve,  sound or  unsound,  or  i nj ur ed i n t he r ace 
or  af t er  t he r ace;  
 
      15.  A hor se i s deemed a st ar t er  when i t  obt ai ns a f ai r  
st ar t ;  
 
      16 14.  I n har ness r aci ng,  t he successf ul  c l ai mant  of  a 
hor se pr ogr ammed t o st ar t  may,  at  hi s opt i on,  acqui r e owner shi p 
of  a c l ai med hor se even t hough such cl ai med hor se was scr at ched 
and di d not  st ar t  i n t he c l ai mi ng r ace f r om whi ch i t  was 
scr at ched.  The successf ul  c l ai mant  must  exer ci se hi s opt i on by 
9: 00 a. m.  of  t he day f ol l owi ng t he cl ai mi ng r ace t o whi ch t he 
hor se pr ogr ammed and scr at ched.  No hor se may be cl ai med f r om a 
cl ai mi ng r ace unl ess t he r ace i s cont est ed;  
 
      17 15.  A hor se t hat  has been cl ai med shal l  be del i ver ed t o 
t he new owner ,  wi t h i t s hal t er ,  at  t he concl usi on of  t he r ace 
ei t her  at  t he paddock or  at  t he det ent i on bar n,  af t er  t he 
compl et i on of  any post - r ace t est i ng;  
 
      18 16.  The cl ai mant  shal l  pr esent  t he f or mer  owner  wi t h 
wr i t t en aut hor i zat i on of  t he c l ai m f r om t he r aci ng secr et ar y;  
 
      19 17.  A posi t i ve t est  r esul t  f or  any pr ohi bi t ed dr ug i s 
gr ounds f or  voi di ng t he cl ai m;  
 
      20 18.  The new owner  may r equest  t hat  t he hor se be t est ed 
f or  equi ne i nf ect i ous anemi a,  by t aki ng t he hor se i mmedi at el y 
f ol l owi ng t he r ace t o t he det ent i on bar n wher e a bl ood sampl e 
wi l l  be dr awn;  
      21 19.  A posi t i ve t est  r esul t  f or  equi ne i nf ect i ous anemi a 
i s gr ounds f or  voi di ng a c l ai m;  
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      22 20.  The cer t i f i cat e of  r egi st r at i on,  el i gi bi l i t y  
cer t i f i cat e or  r egi st r at i on document  shal l  be r et ai ned by t he 
r aci ng secr et ar y unt i l  t he r esul t s of  t he post - r ace t est i ng ar e 
known;  
 
      23 21.  The f unds f or  t he c l ai m shal l  be r et ai ned by t he 
hor semen' s bookkeeper  or  l i censee unt i l  t he r esul t s of  t he post -
r ace t est i ng ar e known;  
 
      24 22.  When i t  i s  det er mi ned t hat  t he c l ai m i s val i d and 
t hat  t her e ar e no gr ounds f or  voi di ng t he cl ai m,  t he cer t i f i cat e 
of  r egi st r at i on shal l  be del i ver ed by t he r aci ng secr et ar y t o t he 
c l ai mant  and t he f unds f or  t he c l ai m shal l  be pai d t o t he f or mer  
owner ;  
 
      25 23.  The new owner  shal l  be r esponsi bl e f or  f i l i ng t he 
change of  owner shi p wi t h t he appr opr i at e br eed r egi st r y;  and 
 
      26 24.  Despi t e any desi gnat i on of  sex or  age of  a hor se 
appear i ng i n t he dai l y pr ogr am or  ot her  publ i cat i on,  t he per son 
maki ng t he cl ai m shal l  be sol el y r esponsi bl e f or  det er mi ni ng t he 
sex or  age of  t he hor se bef or e f i l i ng a c l ai m f or  t he hor se.  ; and 
 
      25.  Of f i c i al s and empl oyees of  t he l i censee shal l  not  
pr ovi de any i nf or mat i on as t o t he f i l i ng of  t he c l ai ms unt i l  
af t er  t he r ace has been r un,  except  as necessar y f or  pr ocessi ng 
of  t he c l ai m.  
 
11 VAC 10-120-60. Invalid agreements. 
 
    No per son shal l  of f er  or  agr ee t o c l ai m or  not  t o c l ai m,  or  
at t empt  t o pr event  anot her  per son f r om cl ai mi ng any hor se i n any 
cl ai mi ng r ace.  No per son shal l  at t empt  t o pr event  anot her  per son 
f r om ent er i ng a hor se i n a c l ai mi ng r ace.  No owner  or  t r ai ner  
shal l  make an agr eement  wi t h anot her  owner  or  t r ai ner  f or  t he 
pr ot ect i on of  each ot her ' s hor ses i n a c l ai mi ng r ace.  
 
 
 
 
11 VAC 10-120-70. Voided claims. 
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    The st ewar ds may voi d any cl ai m t hat  v i ol at es t he pr ovi s i ons 
of  t hi s r egul at i on.  The st ewar ds,  i n t hei r  di scr et i on,  may 
r equi r e a per son f i l i ng a c l ai m t o s i gn a wr i t t en st at ement  t hat  
t he c l ai m was made accor di ng t o t he pr ovi s i ons of  t hi s 
r egul at i on.  
 
11 VAC 10-120-80. Restrictions on a claimed horse. 
 
    When a hor se i s c l ai med out  of  a c l ai mi ng r ace ot her  t han 
st eepl echase r aces,  t he f ol l owi ng r est r i ct i ons shal l  appl y t o t he 
hor se f or  30 cal endar  days af t er  t he day t hat  t he hor se was 
cl ai med:  
 
      1.  The hor se may onl y st ar t  i n c l ai mi ng r aces f or  a 
desi gnat ed pr i ce of  25% mor e t han t he amount  f or  whi ch t he hor se 
was cl ai med,  except  f or  i n har ness r aci ng,  a hor se may st ar t  i n 
c l ai mi ng r aces f or  a desi gnat ed any pr i ce equal  t o or  l ess t han 
t he amount  f or  whi ch t he hor se was cl ai med;  
 
      2.  The hor se may not  be sol d or  t r ansf er r ed whol l y or  i n 
par t  t o anot her  per son,  except  i n anot her  c l ai mi ng r ace;  
 
      3.  The hor se may not  r emai n i n t he same st abl e or  under  t he 
cont r ol  or  super vi s i on of  i t s  f or mer  owner  or  t r ai ner ,  unl ess 
r ecl ai med;  and 
 
      4.  The hor se may not  r ace el sewher e unt i l  af t er  t he c l ose 
of  t he meet i ng at  whi ch i t  was cl ai med or  30 cal endar  days,  
whi chever  occur s f i r st ,  except  wi t h t he per mi ssi on of  t he 
st ewar ds.  ;  and 
 
      5.  Al l  hor ses cl ai med i n ot her  j ur i sdi ct i ons and r aci ng i n 
Vi r gi ni a shal l  be subj ect  t o t he condi t i ons of  t he c l ai mi ng 
r egul at i on i n t he j ur i sdi ct i on wher e t he cl ai m was made.  
 
11 VAC 10-120-90. Steeplechase races. 
 
    For  t he pur poses of  r aces sanct i oned by t he Nat i onal  
St eepl echase Associ at i on ( NSA) ,  any r aci ng conduct ed f r om Januar y 
1 t hr ough June 30 shal l  be consi der ed " one meet i ng"  and any 
r aci ng conduct ed f r om Jul y 1 t hr ough December  31 shal l  be 
consi der ed " one meet i ng. "  Any hor se cl ai med may onl y r ace at  
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meet i ngs sanct i oned by t he NSHA unt i l  t he c l ose of  t he meet i ng 
dur i ng whi ch i t  was cl ai med or  f or  30 days,  whi chever  comes 
f i r st .  
 
11 VAC 10-120-100. Disciplinary action. 
 
   Fai l ur e t o compl y wi t h t he r egul at i ons per t ai ni ng t o c l ai mi ng 
of  hor ses or  f ai l ur e t o del i ver  a hor se t hat  has been cl ai med t o 
t he successf ul  c l ai mant  may subj ect  t he per mi t  hol der  or  hol der  
of  a c l ai mi ng cer t i f i cat e t o di sci pl i nar y act i on by t he st ewar ds.  
 
 
I  cer t i f y t hat  t hi s r egul at i on i s f ul l ,  t r ue,  and cor r ect l y 
dat ed.  
 
 
 
                             ______________________________ 
                                  Wi l l i am H.  Ander son 
                             Di r ect or  of  Pol i cy and Pl anni ng 
                               Vi r gi ni a Raci ng Commi ssi on 
                                      May 30,  2002 


